
 
 
Note the viewing upon arrival of a part of an engine and a whole lavatory floating intact. 
 
 
 



 

 
Note the viewing upon arrival of the tail section of the aircraft. 
 
 
 



 
Note the E5 Petty Officer 2nd Class viewing upon arrival of the tail section of the aircraft. 
 
 
 



 
 
Lt Dunn states the Adak arrived in approximately 15 minutes. 
 
 



 
 
Note the E5 SS2 viewing upon arrival the tail section of the aircraft and a whole rest 
room floating intact. 
 
 



 

 
Seaman Apprentice/Officer’s Candidate stated the Adak was approximately 20 miles 
from the crash site and it took 30 minutes to reach the crash site. 
 
 



• * Ruggieri, a Coast Guard bosun's mate from California, had been stationed at Sandy 
Hook, N.J., aboard the Adak for only two months when a routine patrol brought him to the 
coast of Long Island during Wednesday's calm, dark night. 
 
Then a fireball lighted the sky as the last of the sunset ebbed in the western horizon. 
 
``Some people on board actually saw the fireball, and the captain headed toward it,'' 
Ruggieri said. ``We did not know it was actually a plane until we got on the scene.'' 
 
During the 40 minutes it took the cutter to reach the crash, the 16 crew members 
prepared for a rescue, assembling fire hoses, boat hooks, life rings and heaving lines and 
got an orange inflatable boat ready for launch. A rescue swimmer donned a wet suit and 
pulled a pair of fins close. 
 
But as they neared the scene, it became apparent that this would be no routine rescue. 
 
A scene of great carnage, eerily lit by the flames of burning jet fuel, spread before them. 
 
``It was like a movie set,'' Ruggieri said. 
 
Helicopters boomed overhead and rescue planes dropped parachute flares. Scores of 
fishing boats churned in a sea littered with flotsam from the plane. 
 
And bodies, dozens of them, appeared to be everywhere. 

 
Ruggieri climbed aboard the inflatable and headed into the floating wreckage. For the next 
several hours, it would be his task to salvage the dead. 
 
``Few of them were intact,'' he said. ``Some were missing limbs or were decapitated. We tried 
not to look at the faces. If you didn't look at the faces, it wasn't personal, but we treated the 
bodies with dignity.'' 
 
 
 

 
 


