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TWA Flight 800 By Shawn Vredenburg 
 
…I heard the CO on the ships intercom reporting we would be 
coming up to full speed for a plane crash fifteen miles away. 
  
As I felt the ADAK come up to her maximum speed of 30 knots.. 
 
As we were making these preparations, a circling navy helicopter 
reported a liferaft. The crew was pumped, primed for action. We 
were ready to do anything to save those people. 
  
…As we approached the position of the liferaft, it was dark from 
the sunset and the smoke of the huge fires. Half the horizon was 
fire. It surreal, like something you could only imagine seeing on 
television. Huge tongues of flame reaching for the sky. The smell 


